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GULFVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
255 Sixth Street South
Naples, Florida 34102-5398
(239) 430-6988 Main Office
(239) 430-6989 Guidance Office

June 9, 2003

To whom it may concern;

Gulfview Middle School has had the privilege of being the site host for the Collicr County Relay for
Life for the last seven years. This partnership experience has benefited the Relay organizers and our
school on an equal basis. Not only has the experience been wonderful for Guifview public relations,
but more importantly, it has benefited our student body in several ways,

The annual hosting of the Relay has sensitized our students to major national health issues, as well
as demonstrating the effectiveness of partnerships between school and community and the power of
volunteerism in supporting worthwhile causes.

An important spin-off in hosting the Relay has been the compctition between various student groups
in forming Relay Teams and working to be the top fundraiser for their particular group. In addition,
as the Relay has grown vver the years, Guifview teams compete with teams from other local
elementary and secondary schools to ses who can do the best at supporting the cause.

I would encourage any school that is contacted by a local Relay for Life committee to seriously
consider joining in partnership for the benefit of students, community, and a great and increasingly

successful cause.

mcerely,

David Van Veld, Principal

COLLIER COUNTY CHARACTER EDUCATION TRAITS
Faitness  Honesty ~ Kindness  Perseverance Respect  Responsibility  Seif-Discipline

THE COLUER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM IS AN EQUAL AGCESS / EQUAL OPFCRTUNITY INSTITUTION FOR EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT



 

RFL Team Recruitment Strategy 
Schools
Benefits of RFL/School Partnership
· RFL provides the platform needed to bring nutrition, physical activity, sun safety and tobacco prevention education standards to the classroom in a fun, exciting and educational way (refer to Mini RFL Kit)
· In 2005, nearly 10,000 children will be diagnosed with cancer 
· Two-thirds of all cancer is preventable

· RFL fosters team building and boosts school morale

· RFL provides an opportunity to earn service hours and awards

· RFL builds school spirit and establishes closer relationships among teachers, students and parents
· Teaches students the importance of community involvement
Preferred Initial Contact

1.  Superintendent 
· Work to secure a meeting with the Superintendent.  Ask your AED and current volunteers if there is a current relationship that might be leveraged to assist in scheduling this meeting.   
· Ask the school superintendent if you can present at the monthly principal’s meeting to introduce RFL and the Mini RFL Kits.  
· If not, ask the superintendent if you may have access to the group mail address so you can correspond with all the principals about dates and locations of the RFL events
· See sample Superintendent letter attached.  Utilize this letter to introduce RFL to the Superintendent
2.  Principals
· Most school districts have a website which lists school contact information such as school name, principal, school address and also the e-mail address for the school. Acquire a list of all the schools in the school district.  This may be available through the administrative office or by going on-line to the school district website.  
· Make Relay For Life school packets with each school name and principal name.  This is a more personal touch and also allows you to later contact any principal who is not in attendance at the initial meeting.
· Follow up at each school by personally contacting each principal requesting their involvement with Relay For Life 

· Utilize the Mini RFL Kit as a door opener
· Present your Relay For Life school packet along with a Relay For Life video.  Packet contents are listed in the Tools and Resources section of this document  
· Suggest that the principal assign a Team Captain.  Some schools have teacher representatives, school clubs or school organizations that take the lead on the school fundraising efforts
· Discuss incentive rewards for the students such as pizza parties, ice cream parties, or free days for students.  Some schools offer “homework passes” as a reward for students
· Refer to the “School Fundraising Ideas” packet for various ways a school can raise funds for Relay For Life, which can be presented to the principal upon agreement to participate.  Encourage the principal to set a “goal” for the school

· See sample principal letter attached
3. Other Points of Entry Strategies

· Ask schools that are currently involved with RFL to challenge a school that has not participated in the past

· Invite school leaders to participate on your committee

· Personally visit and invite school leaders to your kickoff, committee meetings and team captain meetings.  

· Ask entertainment groups at the school to perform on the night of Relay, i.e. band, cheerleaders, step groups, etc. 
· Ask the faculty and staff to form their own team at each school

· Ask Clubs and Organizations to get involved to receive service hours

· Consider survivors who are faculty or staff at the school, principal’s wife that is a survivor, children who attend the school that are survivors and have attended an ACS camp 
· Ask schools to include information about the RFL in their newsletters
Target Schools Groups 
· Teachers

· PTA

· Parents

· Secretaries

· Students

· Extra Curricular Advisors

· Student council

· School sports teams

· School clubs
· Club sports teams

· Athletic clubs in school

· Dance groups

· YMCA

· Religious youth groups

· The Boys and Girls Club

· National Honor Society

· School assemblies

· Honor roll students

· Big Brothers/Big Sisters

· Best Buddy Families/ special education teams

· Service Learning Club or council

· Girl Scouts/Boy Scouts

· School Band, Cheer Squad

· Future Farmers of America

· 4H clubs

· Drama Club

· Health Occupation Students of America (HOSA)

· Technology Student Association

· Foreign Language Club

· School Newspaper
· Yearbook Committee
Tools and Resources for Getting Schools Involved

· Mini Relay Kit – This item is for use in elementary schools to engage them in American Cancer Society and Relay For Life education.  
· Community Guidebook to Involve Youth located on The Link - http://www.societylink.org/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_4104031_315908_0_0_18/Community%20Youth.pdf
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Sample letter to Administrators regarding Mini-Relay
To be written by a volunteer
Dear (administrator),

We know that two-thirds of all cancer is avoidable, but in order to prevent it we need to continue educating children in elementary schools.  If children learn how to make healthy choices about tobacco, physical activity, nutrition, and sun exposure at a young age, they will carry this knowledge with them throughout their lives.  If children are given the knowledge and tools to make good choices now, they will be able to live healthy lifestyles.

Our schools already do an excellent job of teaching children these important topics, but now the American Cancer Society® has developed a new, fun and exciting way to reinforce this information.  An entire week of worksheets are provided, with the culmination being a Mini-Relay event at our school.  Mini-Relay, an extension of our (city/county) Relay For Life®, is set up similar to the community Relay for Life but designed just for elementary schools.  It is a one-day, activity-based event where children will see hands-on the things they learned throughout the week of cancer education.  It also provides an opportunity for children to get involved in our community by raising money through Mini-Relay and work together for a common interest while reaching out and supporting fellow classmates who may have been deeply affected by cancer.

The American Cancer Society has provided a lot of information on how to host a Mini-Relay, but I need your help to make it fun for all of the children.  We can create activities and fundraising opportunities unique to our school and our environment.  I hope that you will consider joining me in providing the opportunity to allow our children to make a difference in the fight against cancer.  An informative meeting about the Mini-Relay will be held at  (time) on (date) at (location).  Please join me as we become a school that takes up the fight against cancer!

Sincerely,

Sample letter to Administrators
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Insert Date____________________

Dear Superintendent (or principal) _____insert name_________,

The American Cancer Society of ______________________ County is dedicated to educating our community about early detection of cancer and prevention of cancer.  We have a wonderful opportunity to share our life saving programs and messages with our youth.

Relay For Life is the American Cancer Society’s signature activity that is being held in over 5000 communities this year in the United States.  It is also being held in 19 other countries.   

Relay For Life is a wonderful event for students.  Relay focuses on team building and boosts morale.  We have the opportunity to teach healthy eating habits, skin protection and tobacco control.  The more kids know about cancer education and prevention, the healthier the future looks for everyone.  Relay For Life is an opportunity to make a positive statement about the contributions young people are making to society today. They are our future.  Relay also offers the opportunity to earn community service hours.  

We have aggressive goals for the year 2015.  We will reduce cancer incidence by 25%, we will reduce mortality by 50% and improve the quality of life for cancer patients and their families.  All of things will be achieved by our efforts in education, advocacy, research and service.  Relay For Life is the best venue to showcase all of what the American Cancer Society does and can do for our community.  

The American Cancer Society would like to have (or maintain) a strong relationship with the ______________ County school system.  We would like to meet with your principals to discuss Relay For Life involvement with their faculty and student body.

I look forward to meeting with you to discuss ______________ County’s support of our Relay For Life event.  I will call you next week to set an appointment.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

________________________

Insert name

________________________

Insert title

________________________

Insert phone #

Principal’s Letter – once interest is established) – hopefully after a County principal’s meeting
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Dear _____________________:

Thank you for your interest in Relay For Life.  The American Cancer Society is very proud of this event and we hope that you will see the significance it can have for your school.  

Relay For Life is a community-based event where groups of people come together and form teams to raise money for the fight against cancer.  Additionally, Relay For Life is an opportunity for the American Cancer Society to educate the public about the services provided to the community free of charge.  Teams are composed of friends, neighbors, co-workers, schools, relatives – anybody can form a Relay For Life team.

In an effort to continue the mission of Relay For Life and the American Cancer Society, we are involving the ____________ County school system with the event.  In 200(8), _________________, Superintendent of __________ County Schools, supported Relay For Life by encouraging school principals to allow the American Cancer Society time with faculty members to help them organize Relay teams.  His(Her) efforts proved successful when #___ schools participated in 200(8) raising $______.  For 200(9), __________ (is again supporting Relay For Life or) has taken on a larger role as the Relay For Life Leadership Chairman and is again encouraging schools to become involved with Relay For Life.  Faculty members are still encouraged to form teams for the actual event that takes place in (Month), but we also want to have your students involved (this year).  With a little help from a faculty member, students can be a huge resource in the battle against cancer.  

Through various means, students are asked to raise money that will be donated to Relay For Life and the American Cancer Society in the name of their school.  The educational component allows the American Cancer Society a presence in the school by providing students activities to educate them about cancer prevention such as healthy eating and tobacco prevention.  

Enclosed you will find an explanation of Relay For Life as well as three suggestions on how to implement Relay For Life at your school.  These are only suggestions, and we are certainly open to organizing and/or changing these activities to fit the environment of your school.  If you have any questions please contact __________________ at ________________________.   We know that the students and faculty of ____________ County Schools can make a difference in the fight against cancer – and we look forward to helping you do so!

Yours In The Fight,

_______________________(Staff partner’s name and/or Event Chair’s name)
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Sample letter from Superintendent to Faculty & Staff
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June 26, 2003

Dear Colleagues:

I'have served as leadership chair for the American Cancer Society Relay For Life in
Hillsborough County for the past three years. As such, I have encouraged principals, teachers,
and students to form teams to participate in Relay events. I help recruit schools to host Relays,
and I encourage the public to participate by speaking at kick-off events throughout the county. I
also participate in the Relay.

Relay For Life is the state and national signature activity of the American Cancer Society. It
offers a unique opportunity for the community to raise funds for local patient services programs
and to become educated about the role the American Cancer Society plays in our community.

Relay For Life is an 18-hour event in which teams of 10 to 15 people collect donations prior to
the event, pick a team theme, set up a camp site, and commit to having at least one person on the
track at all times. Two highlights of the Relay are the opening lap, which is walked by cancer
survivors, and the luminary ceremony, which honors those who have won the battle against
cancer and remembers those we have lost.

The first year we participated, the School District of Hillsborough County entered 40 school
teams, which raised nearly $109,000. In 2002, 55 district teams raised $175,000, and this past
spring 79 schools raised almost $258,000. I couldn’t be more proud of our district’s staff,
students, and parents for their outstanding efforts.

I'encourage you to join the American Cancer Society in their search for a cure for this disease,
which has touched all of us in some way or another. Thank you for your consideration.

S in&erely,

Earl Lennard
Superintendent

ElL/lec

Raymond O. Shelton School Administrative Center » 901 East Kennedy Boulevard - Tampa, FL 33602-3507
Superintendent's Office: 813-272-4050 + Fax: 813-272-4510 + School District Main Office: 813-272-4000
P.0.Box 3408 - Tampa, FL 33601-3408 + School District Website: www.sdhc.k12..us



Sample support letter from Principal
Sample letter to parents from principal
Dear Parents,

A new and exciting program will be taking place at (school name) this year.  The American Cancer Society® Relay For Life® already exists in our community, providing an overnight event where community members have the opportunity to honor cancer survivors and remember those who have battled cancer while raising money for the American Cancer Society.  Because participation as a school in the overnight, community event would be difficult, we’re having our very own Mini-Relay here at the school!

Having a Mini-Relay will give teachers the opportunity to teach your child about making healthy choices about tobacco, physical activity, nutrition and sun exposure.  Instead of just a one-day Mini-Relay, an entire week of lesson plans and fun activities is available for our students.  These lesson plans and activities parallel the standards which we are already teaching and offer new and fun ways to reinforce these topics.  At the end of the week we will host our very own Mini-Relay, which will be a fun, hands-on way for your child to see how they can reduce their risk of being diagnosed with cancer some day.  Two thirds of all cancer is preventable, but in order to prevent it we need to teach them what they can do to help!

Your child will periodically bring home activities related to the cancer education topics as well as fundraising requests.  We know that fundraising is a burden for most families, so instead we are working to come up with fun, innovative ways to raise money from the community instead of just the families.  As we begin to plan our school’s Mini-Relay, I invite you to join us!  Many hands make light work, and we all want this experience to be the best experience possible for your child.  I hope that you will consider joining me as we become a school that takes up the fight against cancer!

Sincerely,

�





�








1-800-ACS-2345                                www.cancer.org


