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 Why Form a Team for Relay For Life?

Students learn the principles of community giving by participating in service activities at a young age, and the American Cancer Society has a long-standing tradition of working with schools to provide meaningful service opportunities to young people in the fight against cancer.  

With over 3000 events taking place nationwide, the American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life provides thousands of students with an opportunity to play a visible role in community leadership and to show support for those in their schools and communities facing cancer.

Engages Youth by Teaching the Value of Service

Relay For Life is a perfect chance for students to learn about volunteerism and community service by doing it.  Many students have been touched by cancer through their family or friends, and Relay For Life offers the opportunity to do something to actually fight back against cancer.  Youth of any age can fully participate in Relay For Life as Team Captains or team members (with parental permission and chaperones).  It is a tangible opportunity to teach young people the value of meaningful community service by experiencing it themselves.
Provides an Opportunity to Develop Youth Leaders

Few organizations give young people the kind true leadership opportunities that students can take advantage of through Relay For Life.  All students can become Team Captains or Relay Planning Committee volunteers, and there are additional Division and Nationwide leadership opportunities students can apply for with Relay experience.  These experiences and skills look great on college and employment applications and help shape the future of volunteerism and service for our country.

Demonstrates Support for Survivors
Relay For Life offers the opportunity to show support for the students and teachers at your school who have faced cancer themselves or in their families.  Cancer can make students feel helpless…Relay gives them a way to celebrate cancer survivors, remember those lost to cancer, and fight back against this disease.

Promotes School Spirit and a Positive Image in Your Community

Relay For Life is a great way to encourage school spirit and a healthy sense of competition for a good cause.  Cancer is an issue that touches many people deeply in your community and when your school has teams around the track you have the chance to show the community that you care about cancer.

Encourages Positive Relationships and Teamwork 
Relay is a great opportunity for students at your school to build relationships and work together as a team to accomplish a goal.  It is suited perfectly as a service project for existing clubs, athletic teams, or groups and also works well to bring together students who may not know each other well but share a common experience of being touched by cancer.  

Offers Fun-Filled, Family-Friendly Entertainment 
In a time where there are few inexpensive, encouraging entertainment options in your community, Relay For Life provides a safe, tobacco and alcohol free carnival-type atmosphere where families and people of all generations to enjoy together.  



























