SAMPLE LUMINARIA PROGRAM These times may be different depending on your geographic area. In many events, the Luminaria Ceremony begins at 10 pm and others at 11 pm. 
9:30 p.m.
Purchases of luminaria will end and lighting the “HOPE” in bleachers area will begin. 

9:35 p.m.
Begin lighting luminaria candles around the track. If you begin lighting the candles too early, some of the mood of the ceremony will be lost. 

9:45 p.m.
Announce Luminaria Ceremony will begin in about 10 minutes. 

Let participants know that the lights will go out and ask them to gather in front of the stage. All lap walking should stop during ceremony. 

9:50 p.m.
Lights go out. MC explains symbolism of luminaria bags as tribute to loved ones and friends. 

9:52 p.m.
MC introduces minister or other special speaker for invocation 

9:55 p.m.
MC introduces soloist, singing group or recording of special song 

10:00 p.m.
MC introduce survivor speaker to offer brief comments, reading or poem. Speakers comments should be limited to 8-10 minutes. 

10:15 p.m.
Read names with optional soft background music 

Depending on the number of luminaria, this may not be practical. Use your best judgment. Your committee needs to decide if names should be read aloud. 

Participants can reverently walk the track as names are being read aloud, reflecting on the names on the luminaria bags lining the track. 

10:45 p.m.
Close with a Special Song. Lights on -they will take a few minutes to warm up. 

