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OPENING CEREMONY
______________________________________________________________________
Intro Voice:
Welcome to the Relay For Life of Megaville.  We are excited to have you join us as we look in on one of the best Relay’s in the country.  Please sit back, relax and enjoy the tour….

ADAM:
Hey everyone!  We are here tonight because there’s an awesome Relay happening and we want to share it with you!  We’ve learned from Relayers across the country that the ceremonies at Relay can have such an emotional impact; they keep people coming back year after year!  The Relay For Life of Megaville has taken great care to create meaningful ceremonies for their participants. JD, look at this Relay! It’s amazing!
JD:
Yeah and look over there where everyone is sitting in the stands. They are holding their Opening Ceremonies and it looks like they just got done recognizing their sponsors. 

[SPOTLIGHT ON 2 ACTORS (Jennifer Campbell & Wes) ON STAGE SHAKING HANDS WITH A THIRD ACTOR (Linda K) THAT IS AN EVENT SPONSOR AND HOLDING A PLAQUE.  A FOURTH ACTOR (Jodi Stovall) CAN PRETEND TO BE TAKING PICTURES OF THE OPENING CEREMONY]
JD:
This is one of the reasons Megaville has one of the best Relays in the country!  Look at ALL these people and SO many survivors! Recognizing sponsors in front of their entire community shows them how much their donations and hard work are appreciated. And now look, they are getting ready to talk about the American Cancer Society and all the accomplishments that they have made over the years. 

ADAM:  
How cool is that??  Look at all of those hands in the air!  What are they doing there?

[SPOTLIGHT ON 5 ACTORS (Jennifer C, Jodi, Wes, Autumn, & Linda) IN FRONT OF STAGE RAISING THEIR HANDS IN THE AIR]

JD: 
I’m so glad you asked. They just asked how many people were at a Relay for the first time.  Can you believe all the people that raised their hands?  The staff and committee must have done a great job with recruitment this year.  By bringing new people to Relay they can raise more funds and get a lot of fresh ideas for their event.

[SPOTLIGHT ON 1 ACTOR (Linda) ON STAGE POINTING TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT BANNERS – OTHER ACTORS (Jennifer C, Jodi, Wes, & Autumn) HOLDING THE BANNERS OR POINTING TO THEM ON THE WALLS]

ADAM:
I really like that they talked about ACS and all of the Society has accomplished over the years.  We often think that the community knows what ACS does and the services that we offer, but that is not usually the case.

JD: 
You’re right!  It is always important to talk about the Society and to make sure that those on stage and in the audience understand what we do as an organization.  They did a great job talking about the Mission and describing what we do in Research, Advocacy, Education and Services.  And I love how they added information in about celebrating more birthdays and saving more lives faster!
ADAM: 
I love how they just recognized their Fundraising Club teams and handed out their fundraising club level signs.  Even better that they told the teams they could give them a new level sticker when they reach the next level!  That encourages more fundraising and recognizes them for their great achievement. Oh look what they are doing now!?! They are recognizing all of the individuals who raised $1,000 or more.  

[SPOTLIGHT ON 1 ACTOR (Jodi) ON STAGE HANDING OUT 2 $1,000 POLOS or GRAND CLUB SHIRTS TO 2 ACTORS (Darcie & Wes).  OTHER ACTORS (Jennifer C, Autumn, Michael B) ARE BLOWING WHITSLES< USING CLAPPERS< SHAKING POM POMS TO SHOW THEIR EXCITEMENT] 

JD:
Wow, isn’t that great that so many folks raised a $1,000!  And they get recognized with their very own shirt. (Speaking to audience) Do we have any Grand Club Members in the room?  Stand up if you raised more than $1,000 for your Relay.  Let’s give them a BIG round of applause.  Your fundraising is appreciated!  On behalf of the Great West Leadership Team, thank you!!!
Oh hey Adam!  Check it out, they are about to recognize their survivors. Isn’t it nice how they are inviting all survivors to the front of the stage to receive their survivor medals and to begin their survivor lap. 

[SPOTLIGHT ON WHILE PAUSING TO ALLOW FOR 3 ACTORS (Deanna, Anna, Linda) TO GATHER IN FRONT OF STAGE HOLDING SURVIVOR BANNER, WEARING SURVIVOR SHIRTS AND GETTING THEIR SURVIVOR MEDALS – 3 (Jennifer, Autumn & Michael) CLAPPING THEM ON AROUND TRACK]

JD:
Oh and look at that, they have their oldest and youngest survivors carrying their survivor banner.  And I love how the participants are circling the track to cheer them on! 

[3 ACTORS GATHER AROUND TRACK TO CHEER THEM ON] (Jennifer, Autumn & Michael)
We must have some survivors in the room!  We invite all the survivors to join them to receive your very own Survivor Sash!!!
Actors will need to stay slightly separate from survivors in the room so that they can see what happens next with the caregivers.
ADAM:
It looks like their Caregivers are coming to the front of the stage to meet them!! How fun!  They are going to take a victory lap together!  I love when they do that.  And listen to the song they chose for their lap, I love it…let’s listen in 

[PLAY “I’m Gonna Love You Through It” BY MARTINA MCBRIDE SONG 5 SECONDS] [WALK ABOUT 10 STEPS]

If you are a Caregiver, can you please stand?  Our survivors have a little something special for you.  (Survivors will give each Caregiver a flower)  Thank you all for participating (they can return to their seats).
JD:
Wow, ADAM that was an amazing Opening Ceremony…they did everything right. Kept it brief, recognized their sponsors, committee members, and team captains. They had a script and stuck to it. It was nice to see them recognize their top fundraisers as well. And that survivor lap was awesome!

ADAM:
I couldn’t agree more JD. 

JD:
Well that concludes our Opening Ceremony. At this time we would like you to take the next 30 minutes to visit the campsites set up around the room. Each of the Mega Events here today has been asked to bring information about something that their event does really well.  Take this time to network with other events and find the areas where your event faces a challenge.  We suggest that at least one person from your Relay stay at your campsite at all times and the others can walk around to visit others.  There will be other chances after the Luminaria and Fight Back ceremonies to switch places so that everyone can have some networking time. We will resume with our Luminaria Ceremony in 30 minutes.


AFTER 15 MINUTES, GIVE A 15 MINUTE WARNING ANNOUNCEMENT



AFTER 30 MINUTES, ASK ATTENDEES TO RETURN TO THE STAGE
LUMINARIA CEREMONY
______________________________________________________________________


[LIGHTS IN ROOM ARE DIM FOR NIGHTIME EFFECT]

ADAM:
Welcome back everyone. We hope you enjoyed meeting one another!  As promised, there will be more chances to connect ahead!  While you were away the Relay For Life of Megaville was still going strong. Let’s rejoin the Relay where we left off.

JD:
You know ADAM, I’ve always wanted to be an actor.

ADAM: 
Well that’s random. JD pay attention, they are about to begin their Luminaria Ceremony, or as some events call it, the Ceremony of Hope.

JD:
Yes, I am very excited to listen in, but before we do, let’s share with our audience how they will get to be part of this ceremony.

ADAM:
Oh yes, I almost forgot. For this ceremony we will all be auditioning, I mean helping, our actors out by making the room glow with hope. A bag is being passed around now, please take a glow stick, but do not crack them until informed to do so. Make sure everyone at your table gets one please.

[WHILE ADAM IS TALKING, ACTORS (All Available Actors) ARE BREAKING GLOW STICKS AND LIGHITNG THE LUMINARIA BAGS AROUND THE TRACK]

JD: 
Ok, now let’s experience a Luminaria Ceremony sure to light up the room, I mean the night, yes the night, because we are pretending to be outside at a Relay.
ADAM: 
Wow, check out how organized the committee is. They had a Girl Scout troop pass out glow sticks to everyone in attendance and now they are announcing for everyone to gather around the track in front of the luminaria bags. Let’s peer in on their ceremony. 
[SPOTLIGHT ON STAGE – 2 ACTORS ON STAGE (Shelley & Anna) – 5 (Jennifer C, Autumn, Michael B, Darcie, Wes) ACTORS IN FRONT OF LUMINARIA BAGS HOLDING GLOW STICKS. LIGHTS IN ROOM ARE COMPLETELY OFF. VOLUNTEERS ON STAGE READ SCRIPT]
SHELLEY:
Darkness has settled around us tonight, and yet this track glows with the enthusiasm of each participant, survivor and caregiver. It glows with the light of more than 1,000 candles inside luminaria bags – each with a name of a dear friend or loved one. Let us admire the names on these bags that represent our love and respect for those who have battled cancer, and our hope that one day there will be a cure for this disease. 

ANNA:
Please take time tonight to read the names on the luminaria bags. Take time to celebrate those who have beaten this enemy, take time to remember those who have lost their battle, and take time to fight back with those currently enduring their cancer treatments.


RBU MEMBERS: PLEASE TAKE TO THE TRACK AND BECOME THE ACTORS THAT ARE ‘READING’ NAMES ON THE LUMINARIA BAGS.

SHELLEY:
Jeff Ross has joined us on this special night in Megaville.  He is here to help us REMEMBER.
JEFF:
Jeff will do his own ceremony here.
JEFF:
Please join us on the track for a special lap in honor and in memory of our loved ones.

[PLAY 30 SECONDS OF LUMINARIA SONG EX: CIRCLE OF LIFE OR WIND BENEATH MY WINGS.  FADE INTO HERE COMES THE SUN.  PLAY FOR 30 SECONDS TO CLOSE THE CEREMONY]

ADAM:
That was a powerful ceremony.  PERHAPS TAP INTO SOMETHING THAT JEFF SAID OR DID.  I’m always moved during this special part of the evening.

JD:
Me too Adam. I especially liked that they encouraged us to spend time during the evening reading the names on the luminaria bags. They didn’t read the names from the stage, which can slow down the pace of the ceremony. They kept the Luminaria Ceremony moving at a respectful pace while still honoring the memory and presence of those touched by cancer.
[SPOTLIGHT GOES ONTO PORT A POTTY AREA]
ADAM:
Did you hear something coming from the port a potty over there?

JD:

No, did you?

ADAM:
Look…someone is coming out of the port a potty…what’s she saying? 

[SPOTLIGHT ON 1 ACTOR (Karla) COMING OUT OF PORT A POTTY]
KARLA:
Wow, that is the best lit port a potty I have ever been in. Clean, plenty of 

sanitizer and you know what….it didn’t smell that bad either. And I love 
that it has the Relay logo all over it…now that’s s great way to flush out 
cancer!

JD:

Did she just say flush out cancer?
ADAM:
Yeah, but more importantly she recognized that this event is well branded. 

Look at all of the banners around the track. I have to say this event did a 

great job with branding and signage. There is absolutely no mistake that 

this is an American Cancer Society event!
[SPOTLIGHT ON VARIOUS SIGNAGE AROUND THE ROOM]

JD:

And they were creative. Check out the stage, they used the stage wrap 

to make it visually appealing. And the entire field has been lined with 

mission related track signs.

ADAM:
What about the Celebrate. Remember. Fight back pennant strings, or as I 

like to refer to them as the car flags…those are pretty cool too!

JD:

Makes me want to buy a car!

ADAM:
Yeah, ok. And do you know what my favorite branding point is at 

this event…it’s the signage leading up to the event.

JD:

Yeah, I don’t know about you but not being from around here a guy could 

get lost very easily. I just hope they have signs on how to fight my way out 

of here…

ADAM:
Speaking of fight. Let’s take another 30 minutes to visit more campsites. We’ll come back to the Relay For Life of Megaville when they pick back up with their Fight Back Ceremony.
AFTER 15 MINUTES, GIVE A 15 MINUTE WARNING ANNOUNCEMENT

AFTER 30 MINUTES, ASK ATTENDEES TO RETURN TO THE STAGE.
FIGHT BACK CEREMONY
______________________________________________________________________
[LIGHTS IN ROOM ARE STILL DIM BUT NOT AS DARK AS THE LUMINARIA CEREMONY]

ADAM:
Once again, welcome back. We hope you’ve been able to get some great new ideas from your fellow Mega Events!  Our Relay is about to begin their Fight Back Ceremony, let’s ‘fight’ our way back into the middle of their event. 

[SPOTLIGHT ON STAGE – 1 ACTOR (Jodi) ON STAGE – 5 ACTORS (Jennifer C, Autumn, Michael B, Darcie, Wes)  IN FRONT OF STAGE] 

JD:
Wow, isn’t that neat that everyone is gathered in front of the stage….looks like this is going to be a powerful ceremony.  Look at all the flags, each one representing a member of their community who has been touched by cancer.

JD:
Is that their Fight Back speaker? I’ve heard he is very passionate when he speaks…oh look they are about to sign their Fight Back banner. Wow, look how many people are making a pledge to Fight Back…this is great! 

ADAM:
Hey, is that the same girl we saw coming out of the port-a-potty? Did she just do what I think she did?

 [SPOTLIGHT ON ACTOR (Karla) NEAR STAGE]

JD: 
She sure did. She just picked up a Fight Back flag to show her pledge to fight back 365 days a year. Let’s listen in to a portion of their ceremony.

MARK H.:
MARK WILL DO HIS FIGHT BACK PIECE.
ADAM:
Wow, I know this is a Relay, but that inspired me to pledge to Fight Back. How about you?

JD:
I’ve already made my pledge to fight back this year. I get my get my annual screenings every year on my birthday. It’s my little gift to myself! Oh no, don’t tell me that was thunder?! What is this event going to do now? 

[SPOTLIGHT OFF - HOUSE SOUND PLAYS CLAP OF THUNDER]

ADAM:
I wouldn’t worry too much. This event is so well managed I’m sure their event chair has a plan. Oh, and look at that. The chair is reviewing with her staff partner their weather plan.  

[SPOTLIGHT ON LOGISTICS TENT – 2 ACTORS (Wes & Linda) LOOKING AT WEATHER PLAN]

JD:
When you have a good partnership between volunteer and staff, anything can be overcome. Oh, well will you look at that…it looks like the thunder has stopped and the rain is moving away. 

[SPOTLIGHT GOES OFF]
ADAM:
That’s great….this is such an amazing event…we don’t want to see them get rained out. Not when they are so close to their Closing Ceremony.

JD:
Now that the rain has passed what are they announcing from the stage?

ADAM:
It looks like they are holding a special lap for their Individual Fundraising Club levels. Look how many people are on the track for the Gold Level lap? They all raised $500 dollars or more to qualify for the Gold Level. 

 [SPOTLIGHT ON FRONT OF STAGE WHERE 2 ACTORS (Michael & Autumn) GATHER TO WALK THE LAP] 

ADAM:
What a great time to hold this lap…after the Fight Back Ceremony to represent how their dollars are helping to fight back with research!

JD:

Isn’t it great how many teams and participants are still Relaying? 

[SPOTLIGHT OFF]

ADAM:
It sure is…hey, I think they are about to begin their Closing Ceremony. But before we join them, let’s take one last chance to visit the campsites that are set up here tonight.  Let’s meet back here in 15 minutes!
AFTER 10 MINUTES, GIVE A 5 MINUTE WARNING ANNOUNCEMENT

AFTER 15 MINUTES, ASK ATTENDEES TO RETURN TO THE STAGE.
CLOSING CEREMONY
______________________________________________________________________


[LIGHTS IN ROOM ARE BRIGHT FOR MORNING EFFECT]

ADAM:
Welcome back everyone. We hope you enjoyed your last tent topic! Our Relayers have had a great night!  They had a fantastic opening ceremony, they recognized their teams along the way, they managed the rain and had a lot of fun with all of the activities!  I don’t know about you, but all of the action has me excited to try this stuff back home!

JD:
You know Adam, there has been a lot of great info!  I’m excited, but also a little tired.  What do you think they will have planned for the Closing Ceremony?

ADAM: 
I’m sure this committee will not leave of us hanging when it comes to high energy!!  

JD: 
Oh look, isn’t it great to see how many people are still Relaying!  Some stayed all night because there were so many fun activities planned and others came back this morning for the pancake breakfast!  I sure hope they save us some pancakes!   

ADAM:
They just delivered my pancakes…not sure why they forgot yours!  But, let’s get back to the ceremony.  It is exciting to see all of the Relayers, especially the survivors.  The committee & staff partner did a great job announcing all of their activities in their program book.  They had several local high school students sitting on the Planning Committee this year and did an awesome job creating a fun atmosphere.  They even listed their activities in the local paper and around the event so that everyone knew what was planned.

[2 ACTORS (Anna & Shelley) TAKE THE STAGE, OTHERS (All Available Actors) SIT IN FRONT OF THE STAGE]

ADAM: 
I think they are about to begin the Closing Ceremony
JD:
You’re right…let’s listen in!

ANNA:
GOOD MORNING!!!!  We cannot begin to thank you enough for helping us have a fantastic Relay!  The hard work of the committee, team captains and participants has been amazing!  We truly could not have done it without all of you!  We also could not have done it without our sponsors, contributors, survivors, caregivers and our wonderful community! 

SHELLEY:
That’s right, Megaville!  We will be celebrating more birthdays in the future because of all of the hard work that each of you have done!  We might all be tired, just a little bit, but we had a great night to Celebrate. Remember. And Fight Back!!!!  And we had a lot of fun along the way!  We have some campsite awards to give out!

[ACTORS (Wes, Michael, Autumn, Karla) BEGIN COMING ON STAGE AND GETTING CERTIFICATES THAT DETERMINE THE AWARDS – VOICES WILL BEGIN SPEAKING OVER THE PROCESS]

ADAM:
How fun is that!  They are giving awards for best decorated campsite, the team that recruited the most survivors, best onsite fundraiser, and the team that recruited the most new teams!

JD:
I know!  I love that!  It really shows that the staff and committee noticed all of the fun and work that the teams put into Relay!  You can’t recognize or thank people enough for their efforts!  Let’s face it, without all of the teams, team captains and participants, we wouldn’t have a Relay!  So, you need to thank them every step you can!
ADAM:
That’s right, JD!  And they just finished recognizing and thanking all of the Fundraising Club teams!  They brought them to the stage and gave them their pins and window clings!  There’s nothing like real-time recognition!

JD:
Speaking of real-time recognition, I think we have some awards for the best decorated campsites here tonight!  Let’s find out who won!


RBU MEMBER TO PROVIDE ADAM AND JD WITH WINNERS AND WHAT THEY ARE AWARDED WITH.  ASK WINNERS TO COME TO THE STAGE.  ROUND OF APPLAUSE AND AWARDS GIVEN.
JD: 
Thank you all for creating your campsites tonight!  You have helped our Relay feel like the real thing!  Speaking of Megaville’s Relay, I think it’s almost over, let’s listen in to the last part….

[SPOTLIGHT ON STAGE – 1 ACTOR (Anna) ON STAGE – ACTORS (Michael, Deanna, Autumn, Jodi) HOLDING SIGNS]
ANNA:
We can’t say thank you enough to everyone who has helped make this 

event such a success. Are you guys ready to see how much we raised?  I 

didn’t hear you, are you ready to see how much we raised in the fight 

against cancer? Ok, let’s reveal our final totals………..
We had ________________ number of teams participating

Recognized ____________________ survivors

And raised, drum roll please ……………………………….

You as the American Cancer Society’s Great West Division Mega Events have raised $6,874,835.17!!!!

Can you believe that!  What an amazing feat!
[ACTORS (Michael, Deanna, Autumn, Jodi) TURN OVER SIGNS TO REVEAL THEIR NUMBER] 

JD, ADAM, SHELLEY, ANNA & ALL ACTORS COME TO THE FRONT OF THE STAGE.
ANNA:
Way to go! Thank you for all that you are doing to support the American Cancer Society’s lifesaving mission.  And don’t forget to continue the fight for the next 364 days before we see you back on the track at next year’s Relay For Life of Megaville!  
ANNA:
We want to save more lives _______!
ALL ACTORS: FASTER!!!

[ROOM GOES BLACK]
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