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American Cancer Society
Mini Relay For Life
What is a Mini Relay?

A Mini Relay is defined by the American Cancer Society as an event that is youth focused, and involves both cancer education and fundraising aspects.  Schools, sports teams, and youth clubs can hold Mini Relays.  The Mini Relay can be similar to the community Relay, or can be unique to the group holding it.

How long is a Mini Relay?

A Mini Relay can be a full school day, a half-day, or a couple of hours.  The length depends on schedule of the group holding the Mini Relay.

How Do We Get Started?

Talk to your principal, teachers, coaches, band directors, and parents about the Mini Relay, and what your group would like to do.  Next, you will need to plan a date and times.  Look at your school’s calendar for the best dates.  Plan fundraising events throughout the year.  Your ACS partner can help with fundraising ideas.  Plan activities and the schedule of events for your Mini Relay.  Mini Relay teams are encouraged to come to the community Relay event as well.

How is the American Cancer Society Involved?

The American Cancer Society can provide materials you may need, such as team captain’s packets, flyers, posters, suns and moons, collection envelopes, etc.  As you plan your Mini Relay activities, the ACS can suggest guest speakers for you to secure for the day of the Mini Relay to come to classrooms and talk to students about cancer education, prevention, research, and to share stories of survivorship.  The American Cancer Society will also provide cancer control and prevention information through videos, brochures, and youth programs if desired.  Proceeds from the Mini Relay will be included with the community Relay For Life event.  Funds raised go toward research at the local and national levels, and cancer education, prevention, and quality of life programs in your area.

Who Can Participate in a Mini Relay?

Any member of the school community or youth group holding the event is welcome to participate.  This includes students, teachers and school staff/faculty, parents, grandparents, friends and relatives of students and staff, coaches, PTA members, etc.

For more information, please contact your local American Cancer Society office.

