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American Cancer Society Relay For Life Highlights 
Advocacy Opportunities Aimed at Reducing the Cancer Burden 
(CITY, STATE) – (DATE) – Participating in the American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life®, in (LOCATION) will provide new opportunities to fight back against cancer, a disease that will claim the lives of more than 560,000 people in America this year. The world’s largest nonprofit fundraising event, Relay is an overnight effort to fight cancer, in which participants walk around a track relay-style to celebrate the lives of those who have had cancer and remember those lost. The team effort also gives participants the chance to fight back through advocacy. 

Lawmakers on the federal, state, and local level play a critical role in the fight against cancer by determining research funding levels; access to prevention and early detection; and access to quality, affordable health care. The American Cancer Society has taken the lead in ensuring that our elected officials make cancer a national priority by establishing its nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy affiliate, the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN).

For decades, our nation’s lawmakers have made critical decisions that affect cancer patients and their families. The Society, through ACS CAN, is committed to working with its volunteers to keep lawmakers informed about, and held accountable for, legislation that can help save lives. The Society’s (DIVISION) has recruited thousands of ACS CAN volunteers -- many of whom have become familiar with advocacy opportunities through their local Relay for Life event -- who continue to help communicate concerns with their elected officials.  


“The U.S. government is the nation’s largest funding source for cancer research, yet the commitment is far less than one percent of the nation’s budget,” said (NAME), government relations department, American Cancer Society, (DIVISION). “We want to see increases in funding for cancer research and effective programs that will lead us to the day in which cancer is no longer a major health concern. The only way these changes can occur is through aggressive, grassroots advocacy.” 


ACS CAN focuses on legislative issues that will help decrease the nation’s cancer burden, including: access to quality health care that is adequate, available, affordable and administratively simple; research funding; patient protection legislation; screening, detection, and treatment services; tobacco control; and prevention and awareness programs.  


“ACS CAN and the American Cancer Society’s efforts to change public policy are pivotal to creating a world with more birthdays, where cancer never steals another year from anyone’s life. The legislative fight against cancer is a fight we must win,” added (SAME NAME AS PREVIOUS QUOTE).
You can help accomplish this mission by joining the American Cancer Society or advocacy affiliate ACS CAN, and/or by participating in Relay For Life. For more information, call the American Cancer Society at 1-800-227-2345, or visit www.RelayForLife.org.
The American Cancer Society combines an unyielding passion with nearly a century of experience to save lives and end suffering from cancer. As a global grassroots force of more than three million volunteers, we fight for every birthday threatened by every cancer in every community. We save lives by helping people stay well by preventing cancer or detecting it early; by helping people get well by being there for them during and after a cancer diagnosis; by finding cures through investment in groundbreaking discovery; and by fighting back by rallying lawmakers to pass laws to defeat cancer and by rallying communities worldwide to join the fight. As the nation’s largest non-governmental investor in cancer research, contributing about $3.4 billion, we turn what we know about cancer into what we do. As a result, more than 11 million people in America who have had cancer and countless more who have avoided it will be celebrating birthdays this year. To learn more about us or to get help, call us anytime, day or night, at 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org.
ACS CAN, the nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy affiliate of the American Cancer Society, supports evidence-based policy and legislative solutions designed to eliminate cancer as a major health problem. ACS CAN works to encourage elected officials and candidates to make cancer a top national priority. ACS CAN gives ordinary people extraordinary power to fight cancer with the training and tools they need to make their voices heard. For more information, visit www.acscan.org.
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