Great West Relay For Life Photo Contest 
2010 Submission Form

Photos must be received by August 15, 2010 to be considered for this contest.  Photos should be e-mailed to GreatWestAwards@yahoo.com along with this Word document.  Only submit photos that the American Cancer Society has permission to use in future Great West and National publications and collateral materials.
Contact Information:

	Your Name:
	

	Email:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	Your Involvement with Relay For Life:
	


Photo Information:

	This photo was taken at the Relay For Life of:
	

	City and State where the Relay takes place:
	

	Date the photo was taken:
	

	Name of photographer:
	

	Briefly (50 words or less) explain how you feel your photo captures the passion and emotion of Relay For Life: 
	


Ideal photos should be 300dpi (very high resolution) at least 4” x 6”.  Photos of lower resolutions will be accepted, but may not be selected as winners or used on print materials.  Photos with less than 76dpi cannot be accepted.  You should have your digital camera set to the very highest quality when taking Relay photos for this contest.  When your camera is set at the highest quality, your memory card will hold less photos.  Check your camera’s instruction manual for details on how to change your photo resolution setting.
Photos must be submitted in .jpg format.  Photos in .bmp or other formats will not be accepted.

Images will be judged on the following criteria by volunteers on the Great West Awards and Recognition Task Force from all around the Great West Division:
     Subject of Photo – 45%
Does the photo capture an emotion from Relay? (ie, Strength, Victory, Team Spirit, Remembrance, etc)


Does the photo strongly identify Relay? (could not be mistaken for a picture of another fundraiser)

Does the photo have a strong focal point?


Is it framed well? (not too much background, balanced composition, etc)


Does the photo follow the suggested branding guidelines from the following pages?
     Quality of Photo – 30%

Is the lighting appropriate? (not washed out or too dark, colors are crisp)


Is it in focus? (not blurry, except in action shots)

Is it a high resolution photo? (300dpi is the best, 150dpi is acceptable) 


Is it a “clean” color photo? (no visible editing, not pixilated or stretched, not grayscale or duotone)

     Uniqueness of Photo – 25%

Does the photo stand out from other entries?


Does it provoke an emotional response?


Does it capture a part of Relay that is not photographed often? 

Great West Relay For Life Photo Contest 
2010 Guidelines
The Great West is hosting the second annual Relay Photo Contest!  We are looking for your best Relay photos that truly capture the spirit of Relay.  So, as you are out around the track this year, bring your camera and take your best shots!

Prizes will be awarded to the Top 3 Relay photos and will be displayed at the Regional Summits in the fall of 20010.  All photo submissions by August 15, 20010.  Top photos will also be featured in Great West staff and volunteer newsletters, and may be featured in Great West or National publications and collateral materials.  
First Place Photo will receive $200 toward Relay merchandise.

Second Place Photo will receive $100 toward Relay merchandise.

Third Place Photo will receive $50 toward Relay merchandise.
All photos will also be submitted to the National Home Office to potentially be used on future 

Relay For Life calendars and other print materials.  We encourage events to send in their photos as soon as possible in order to be in the running for the 2012 Calendar.  

Pictures need to be submitted electronically to GreatWestAwards@yahoo.com in .jpg format.  Photographers should try to use the highest resolution possible on their digital cameras or be sure to scan their paper photo on a high resolution scanner.  300dpi resolution is the best, but 150 dpi is acceptable.  Most digital cameras shoot at 76 dpi as a default to conserve memory card space, so you will probably need to increase the standard resolution when taking Relay photos.  

Here are some photograph guidelines to help you take the best photo at your Relay:

List of Ideas for Good Relay Shots:

Action – shots of movement at Relay

Advocacy – shots of Relay Advocacy activities

Caregivers – shots of caregivers or caregiving at Relay

Corporate (specifically National Corporate Teams) – shots of corporate involvement in Relay

Cancer Education – shots of cancer education at Relay

Event – shots of the Relay event like a crowd walking, a dove release with Relay stuff in the background, etc.
Fundraising – shots of fundraising activities at Relay

Kids – shots of kids at Relay

Luminaria – shots of luminaria at Relay

Media – shots of Relay media coverage, including radio tents, celebrity emcees, etc.
Strength – shots that capture the feeling of strength at Relay

Survivors – shots of survivors at Relay

Teams – shots of teams or team members at Relay

Track – shots of the track or people on the track at Relay

Uniting Communities – shots that capture the feeling of uniting a diverse community at Relay (pictures that are appropriate for Spanish materials are especially needed) 
Volunteers – shots of volunteers doing their work at Relay

Youth – shots of students at Relay
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Basic Guidelines for Taking Relay Photos
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Imagery plays an important role in enhancing our Relay For Life identity. It impacts the quality, look, and feel of our communications. It is important that we capture the strength, spirit, and action that differentiate the American Cancer Society Relay For Life from other events. Our photos should show the passion that touches all those who come into contact with the American Cancer Society whether that person is a patient, volunteer, donor, researcher, or Relay participant.

American Cancer Society imagery falls into three basic styles of photography: action, close-up, and metaphorical. These images, together with the “focus” box motif, reinforce the strength, spirit, and action of Relay For Life and the American Cancer Society. 

Basic Guidelines for Taking Relay Photos

Ideal images:
· Speak to strength, spirit, and action
· Show interaction between two or more objects, be it person to person, object to person, or object to object
· Show average, everyday people of all ethnicities, ages, and backgrounds
· Are bold, cropped-in
· Are crisp and clear, uncluttered
· Can be blurred if showing speed or motion
· Are emotional, direct, and dominant
· Have unexpected content (i.e., think of the result of not smoking, like the ability to breathe easily and run or a clear sky, rather than simply a picturing a cigarette)
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Have unexpected or dynamic angles
· Can be documentary
Images should not be:
· Posed or obviously staged
· Far away, or with the main image not dominant
· Soft focus
· Monotone, duotone, or heavily edited
· Silhouetted
